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WATIONAL COMMITTEE TO CELEBRATE WHITMAN 


Purmation of a national committee to commemorate 
the one hundredth anniversary of the publication 
of Walt Whitman's Leaves of Grass has been 
announced by Cleveland Rodgers, its chairman, 
The Leaves of Grass Centennial Committee, com- 
prised of Whitman authorities, writers, poets, 
collectors, and librarians, hopes to promote 
commemorative exercises, lectures, and readings 
throughout the country. 

In addition to encouraging centennial cele- 
brations throughout the country, the Committee 
will circulate information relating to Whitman 
exhibitions being held and also serve as a 
clearinghouse for traveling exhibits. Through 
its New York office it hopes to facilitate the 
loan to libraries, for display, of Whitman 
materials now in private collections. The com- 
mittee has already circulated traveling exhibits 
provided by Mr. Charles E. Feinberg to more 
than forty libraries around the country. 

Mr. Rodgers, when he made known the committee 
roster (still incomplete), also announced that 
Carl Sandburg will serve as an honorary chair- 
man, Others on the committee are: Professor Gay 
Wilson Allen, New York University; Professor 
Ralph B. Aller, Rutgers University; Dr. John 
Cranford Adams, President of Hofstra College; 
Frederick B. Adams, Director of the Pierpont 
Morgan Library; James T. Babb, Librarian, Yale 
University Library; Clifton Waller Barrett; 
Professor Harold W. Blodgett, Union College; 
Professor Fredson Bowers, University of Virginia; 
Professor Sculley Bradley, University of Penn- 
sylvania; Donald F. Cameron, Librarian, Rutgers 
University; Henry Seidel Canby; Admiral Richard 
L. Conolly, President of Long Island University, 
Charles W. David, Director of the University 
of Pennsylvania Library; Professor Robert D. 
Paner, Southern Illinois University; E. Geier 
Preehafer, .Director of the New York Public 
Library; Dr. Harry D. Gideonse, President of 
Brooklyn College; T. E. Hanley, Bradford, Pa.; 
Dr. A. J. Hanna, Vice-President of Rollins 
College; Professor Emory Holloway, Queens Col lege; 
Mrs. Martha K. Hall, Librarian, Walt Whitman 
Birthplace in Huntington, L.I.; L. Quincy Mumford, 
Librarian of Congress; B. E. Powell, Librarian, 


Duke University; John E. Pomfret, Director of the 
Henry E. Huntington Library and Art Gallery, San 
Marino, California; Francis R. St. John, Chief 
Librarian, Brooklyn Public Library; Professor 
Rollo G. Silver, Simmons College; Mrs. Frank J. 
Sprague; Professor Willard Thorp, Princeton Uni- 
versity; Professor Caarles Willard, Southern 
Illinois University; R. N. Williams, 2d, Director 
of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania; Ralph 
Wescott; and Edwin B. Wilson, Executive Editor, 
Brooklyn Eagle. 

The secretary is Professor Nathan Resnick, Long 
Island University. The committee’s address is 
Press Building, New York University, Washington 
Sauare, New York 3, N.Y. 


BIRTHPLACE ASSOCIATION PLANS 


On or near Independence Day of 1855 Walt Whitman 
issued his first edition of Leaves of Grass, 
which had been printed for him by his friends 
the Rome Brothers on the corner of Fulton and 
Cranberry Streets in Brooklyn, Many plans are 
now being made for observing this historic event 
throughout the nation next July. 

Life magazine plans to run a ten-page article. 
The New York Times Book Review will have a 
special Whitman number on July 3, and it is 
likely that other magazines and newspapers will 
commemorate the occasion. 

National interest will be focused on Whitman's 
Paumanok (Long Island), where he spent his early 
years as teacher and journalist, and especially 
on Huntington, where he was born (at West Hills, 
now a suburb of Huntington) on May 31, 1819. At 
Huntington he also published the Long Islander, 
which, still in existence, wil] commemorate the 
centennial with a special issue. Undoubtedly 
many will visit the poet's birthplace at 246 Walt 
Whitman Road, near Huntington Station. 

The Walt Whitman Birthplace Association, in 
conjunction with the Leaves of Grass Centennial 
Committee, is making plans to encourage these 
visits. It is also helping other Long Island com- 
munities and groups arrange programs and special 
exhibits. These activities began on February 6, 
1955, when Mr. David Milton Platt, of Station 
WGSM, interviewed Mrs. Martha K. Hal] and Mrs. 
Henrietta Klaber, trustees of the Birthplace 
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Association, Mrs. Estelle Noon, curator of the 
Whitman house, and Professor G. W. Allen, author 
of The Solitary Singer. 

The birthplace will be open to the public from 
April to late autumn. A Whitman exhibition will 
be presented, and a birthday program is planned 
for late May. In July a Leaves of Grass celebra- 
tion will be held at the birthplace. 

On April 18, 1955, the Huntington Historical 
Society will open its Whitman exhibition with a 
luncheon at which Miss Gertrude Traube! will 
speak on “Walt Whitman, Pioneer for America.” 

The Huntington Public Library plans to present 
a Whitman exhibit in its Huntington Station Branch 
next fall; it has asked for Mr. Feinberg’s traveling 
exhibit, to be shared with the Huntington Histori- 
cal Society. 

The Friends of Hempstead Public Library pre- 
sented a Whitman program on March 9, and they have 
also borrowed the traveling exhibit. Other schools 
and libraries on Long Island are co-operating 
with both the Birthplace Association and the 
Leaves of Grass Centennial Committee. Those who 
have not already done so should communicate with 
Mrs. Martha K, Hall, 230 Spring Road, Huntington, 
L.I., N.Y. 


A BROOKLYN COMMITTEE 


Inasmuch as Leaves of Grass was conceived, 
written, and first published in Brooklyn, where 
Whitman spent his childhood, went toschool, learned 
the printing trade, and edited the Brooklyn Eagle 
and the Brooklyn Times, it is especially fitting 
that programs and celebrations be held in Brooklyn 
in honor of the centennial. The President of 
Long Island University, Admiral Richard L. Conolly, 
called a meeting several weeks ago to organize a 
Brooklyn committee. The Hon. John Cashmore, Presi- 
dent of the Borough of Brooklyn, agreed to serve 
as honorary chairman, and prominent Brooklyn 
citizens have accepted membership on the com- 
mittee. A major celebration is being planned to 
take place on or near July 4, 1955. 


PUBLICATIONS 


Three books announced in the first GALT WHIT- 
MAN NEWSLETTER have been published as scheduled. 
The first was I, Walt Whitman, a drama written 
by Randolph Goodman and published by the Library 
Associates of Brooklyn College. Copies can be 
ordered at $2.50 through the Brooklyn College 
Book Store. 


Leaves of Grass One Hundred Years After, edited 
with an Introduction by Milton Hindus, was pub- 
lished by the Stanford University Press January 2 
This book contains critical essays by William 
Carlos Williams, Richard Chase, Leslie A, Fiedler, 
Kenneth Burke, David Daiches, and J. Middleton 
Murry, The price is $5.00. 

The Solitary Singer: A Critical Biography of 
Walt Whitman, by Gay Wilson Allen, was published 
by Macmillan on February 7. It has been widely 
and favorably reviewed. It may be ordered either 
from Macmillan or New York University Press, The 
price is $8.00. 

A book useful to all students of Whitman is 
Walt Whitman: A Catalog Based Upon the Collec- 


tions of the Library of Congress, Library 
of Congress, Washington, D.C., 147 pp. Although 
this is called a “catalog,” it is actually a 
valuable bibliography, for the Library of Con- 
gress holdings are extensive. The book contains 
an informative essay called “Notes on Whitman 
Collections and Collectors,” by Charles E. Feinberg, 
and an Introduction by Harold W. Blodgett and 
Henry J. Dubester, who compiled the Catalog. It 
is for sale by the Superintendent of Documents, 
United States Government Printing Office, Wash- 
ington 25, D.C., at 65 cents. 

Probably the most spectacular of al] Whitman 
exhibitions during 1955 is the one being held 
this spring at the Detroit Public Library; it 
is drawn from the magnificent collection of 
Charles E, Feinberg. A beautiful catalogue has 
been published by the Friends of the Detroit 
Public Library called Walt Whitman: A Selection 
of the Manuscripts, Books and Association Items 
Gathered by Charles E, Feinberg. The book, 128 
pages long, contains valuable descriptions and quota- 
tions from letters and manuscripts, most of them un- 
published, Copies may be obtained, while they 
last, for $2.00 from the Detroit Public Library, 

The Beloit Poetry Journal has publisheda 
special chapbook number called Walt Whitman: A 
Centennial Celebration. The editor, Robert H. 
Glauber, 10 East Erie Street, Chicago, I11., writes 
that it is available in paper covers for 75 cents 
and in cloth binding for $2.50. We have not re- 
ceived a copy and cannot comment on the contents, 

Professor David Boroff writes from Brooklyn 
College: “The Walt Whitman issue of Nocturne, the 
literary publication of the Schoo! of General 
Studies of Brooklyn College, will be out on March 
15. (Publication was originally scheduled for 
December and was so reported in the first Walt 
Whitman Newsletter.) It will contain short essays 
by the following scholars: Gay Wilson Allen, Oscar 
Cargill, Reginald L. Cook, Emory Holloway, Langston 
Hughes, Fred Millet, William Yan O’Connor, Leonard 
Unger, and Frances Winwar, Also included is a 
hitherto unpublished poe hy William Dean Howells, 
entitled ‘To Walt Whitman, There will also be an 
account of their recollections of Whitman by two 
old residents in the Camien area who knew the poet, 
as well as photographic features and Brooklyniana.” 
This issue promises to be a very interesting 
contribution to Whitmaniana, For copies or in- 
formation write to Professor David Boroff, Brooklyn 
College, Brooklyn 10, N.Y. 


The latest popular edition of Whitman is The 
Whitman Reader, edited with a critical introduc- 
tion by Maxwell Geismar, a “Cardinal Edition” 
published by Pocket Books, Inc., Rockefeller 
Center, N.Y. It contains most of Leaves of Grass 
and about two hundred and fifty pages of prose. 
The critical essay is good, and the selections 
are well chosen, The editor has also provided a 
biographical note and a selected Bibliography. 
The price is 50 cents. 

The manager of the Bald Eagle Press, Univer- 
Sity Park, Pa., writes that there are about 150 
copies left of the limited edition of Walt Whitman 
of the New York Aurora, edited by Joseph Jay Rubin 
and Charles H. Brown. This book received excellent 
reviews when it was published in 1950. The price 
is still $4.00. 
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FORTHCOMING PUBLICATIONS 


Toward the end of March, Syracuse University 
Press, Syracuse 10, N.¥., will publish Walt Whitman 
Abroad: Critical Essays from Germany, France, 
Scandinavia, Russia, Italy, Spain and Latin 
America, Israel, Japan, and India, edited by Gay 
Wilson Allen. This volume brings together a wide 
range of translated foreign criticism not avail- 
able elsewhere. It also has bibliographies of 
translations and criticism for the languages 
represented, The price 1s $4. 00. 

About April 1 New York University Press will 
publish Walt Whitman's Poems: Selections with 
Critical Aids, edited by Gay Wilson Allen and 
Charles T. Davis, both of New York University. 
The book has a long critical introduction on 
Whitman’s aesthetics and critical notes on each 
poem included in the anthology. The price will 
be $3.75. 

A biographical and critical study of Whitman 
by Richard Chase has been announced for April 
publication by William Sloane Associates. Pro- 
fessor Chase contributed an interesting essay, 
“Go-Befores and Embryons: A Biographical Re- 
prise,” to the Milton Hindus volume listed under 
“Publications.” 

The University of Chicago Press has announced 
for publication next July Whitman Manuscripts, 
edited by Fredson Bowers, Professor of English 
at the University of Virginia. The book 1s descr ibed 
as follows 

“walt Whitman is revealed in the very process 
of making poetry by this parallel printing of the 
original draft of Leaves of Grass and the poems 
as they finally appeared in the 1860 edition, The 
use of new material from the Clifton Waller Barrett 
Collection of Whitman manuscripts, never be fore 
available to the scholar, has allowed a dis- 
tinguished bibliographer to trace Leaves of Grass 
through successive stages of composition, demon- 
strating revisions and additions by fully annotated 
» conscious 


texts. Whitman Manuscripts re veals t 
Whitman’s poetic expression 


artistry underly 
and the extraordinary care with whict he sought 
precision of meaning. Permitting the reader t 
follow Whitman’s ideas from their genesis to their 
final poetic statement, this unique presentation 
offers insight into the psyche logy of the poet 
himself. 

This book will contain 324 pages and will sell 
for $12.50. 


The lectures delivered at the Library of Con- 


gress last January by Gay Wilson All 


Van Doren, and David Daiches are in the 
»f publicat n in book form by the Library 
Congress. Date and price have not yet been announced, 
The editor in charge is Dr. Henry J. Dubester. 
After the three lectures had Db delivered 
Arnold Moss read poems from Leaves of Grass, and 


his readings were recorded on tape. Dr. Roy P. 
Basler hopes to make them, and perhaps the lec- 
tures, available on phonograph records. 


WEW YORK BOOK FESTIVAL 
The New York City municipal radio station, WNYC 
has scheduled for broadcasting during Book Festival 
Week, April 1-7, two programs of interest to Whit- 


manians. One will be a twenty-five-minute program 
of readings of Whitman’s poems by the famous actor 
Arnold Moss, with critical comments on the poems 
read by Professor Gay Wilson Allen of New York 
University; the other is to be a symposium dis- 
cussion by four biographers called “How to Live 
Two Lives.” It will be moderated by Charles Bolté 
of the American Book Publishers Council, and the 
participants will be J. K. Johnstone, author of 
The Bloomsbury Group; Aileen Pippett, author of 
a biography of Virginia Woolf to be published in 
May; Marchette Chute, author of biographies of 
Ben Jonson, Shakespeare, and Chaucer among ot hers; 
and Gay Wilson Allen, author of the current biog- 
raphy of Whitman, The Solitary Singer. The theme 
of the symposium, suggested by its title, is the 
influence of the subject on the biographer. 


LECTURES 


At the opening of the Grolier Club exhibition 
of Whitman manuscripts, first editions, and mem- 
orabilia on March 22, 1955, Gay Wilson Allen will 
give an address for members of the club and in- 
vited guests. The clubhouse is at 47 East 60th 
Street, Manhattan. 

On March 31 Brandeis University, Waltham, Mass., 
will hold a symposium on Whitman, with Malcolm 
Cowley, Kenneth Burke, and Gay Wilson Allen 
participating. Scholars and literary people in 
the region of Boston have been invited to attend 
Professor Milton Hindus will preside. 

Word comes from the University of North Carolina 
Library that Professor Floyd Stovall is expected 
to give an address in March on “Leaves of Grass 
The First Hundred Years.” The date is not announced. 

On the evening of April 14 the Friends of the 
Duke University Library will hold a dinner meeting 
at which Malcolm Cowley will speak. The next day 
a symposium on Whitman will be onducted by the 
English Graduate Club, with Professors Stovall 
and Gohdes as the principal speakers. In the 

llen will give an address on 
e other North Carolina 


evening Gay Wilson Al 
Whitman. Guests from t 


colleges and universities have been invited to 


both April 15 programs. 
Miss Gertrude Traubel will speak on Whitman at a 
juntington Historical 


incheon meeting ne 


Society, Huntington, L.I., 


fessor Clarence Gohdes will 
Whitman at 
by the 


ave been invited from col lege: 


itv, N.Y., will have a 
ut which Gay Wilson Aller 


will speak on Whitman. 
planned by New York 
University begin at 8:00 P.M. in the 


,uditorium of the Law Center, Washington Square. A 


brief address will be iven by Professor en, 
ifter which the ¢ be devoted to readings 
and to musi based r inspire 


by Whitman’ 


poems. Prof r Philip Jame sitions will 
be perf the Washi square Orchestra 
and Chor r the rect l r Frederi 
Kurzweil. Thomas P x fe rs Oscar 
Cargill and Char ya 1 selectior 
from Whitman’s poems. The pr be open t 


the public. 
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The Camden County Cham f Commerce 1S co- 
operating to bring groups of hool and llege 
students for a tour on May 28 of Whitman’s home, 
family tomb, and Timber Creek haunt and for a 
birthday meeting and luncheon at the Walt Whitman 

“ar the Camden- Philadelphia bridge. 

“he Friend f the Brown University Library have 


y 
red ia lecture by Gay Wilson Al 


en in the Special Col- 


‘tions Room of the John Hay Library. It will be 


attended by r lates, faculty, alumni, and 
other friend f the university. 

Bowling Green State University, Bowli een, 
Ohio, is plar a program in nnection with a 


Whitman exhibition in May. 
Professor le Fiedler, Chairman of English 
at the University of Montana, lectured on Whitman 
in January at Stanford University. 


EXHIBITIONS 


urrent Whitman exhibition in the 
New York Public Library, Fifth 


Avenue at Fort nd Street. Rare editions and 


manuscripts have been drawn from the Berg and Oscar 


Lion Collections. The Grolier Club of New York City 


n h 22 opens an exhibition composed of choice 
items f he llection of Walter Clifton Barrett, 
a lub, and of some interesting items 
le the Van Sinderen Collection in the 
ity Library. Mr. Edward Naumburg, Jr., 

has made the arrangements for this exhibition, 
Another good ibition in New York opened or 


February 21 at C imbia University on the third 


floor of the Butler Library. It nsist f edi- 
tior f 1855 t 1892, jern de luxe editions, 
and associatl tems will mtinue through 


On Long Island the Friends of Hempstead Public 
Library have assembled an exhibition for March; 
the Arnold Constable store in Hempstead, with 
the co-operation of the Birthplace Assoc lation, 
has arranged an exhibit; and in April exhibit 
will be isplayed at the Huntington Historical 
Society Library, the Huntin n Public Library, 
and the Huntington Station Branch Library. 


Pennsylvania State University will open an 
exhibition in April, and the Univers) 
sylvania in Philadelphia will hold an important 
exhibition from May 9 through June 9, The Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania has many of the Gilchrist 
letters and royalty statements from Whitman’s 
Philadelphia publishers. In March the University 
of North Carol Library will 
and at ighboring Duke Univer 
will be available to visitors, The 


Collectio 


Mills Memorial Library at Rollins College, Winter 


Park, Fla., 


rch 21 


will open an interesting exhibition 
to run through April 11; it will 


contain a fine collection of editions and associa- 


tion items. 
Library, at 
first editic 


In May, Bowling Green State University 
Bowling Green, Ohio, will exhibit some 
ons and the traveling exhibit loaned 


by Charles E. Feinberg. 


Also in May a fine exhibition will open at Brown 


University, 
by the late 


r 


bibliographe 


at the 
na Lit 


Libraries, M 


which has the Whitman library assembled 


Henry S, Saunders, renowned Whitman 


»r and scholar. 
Feinberg traveling exhibit can be seen during 


following places: University of North 
Southern Methodist University 
iami (Ohio) University Library, Mills 


Memorial Library of Rollins College, University 


f Washingt 


yn Library, Michigan State Norma} 


College Library, University of Michigan Library, 


the E 


en C 


University, 


The 5 es 
f New York 


Fe 


Green, 


larke Bertrand Library of Bucknell 
Union College Library, and Western 


Michigan College of Education Library at Kaiamazoo, 


at which the traveling exhibit can 


lude, in April, Gould Memorial Library 
University, on the University Heights 


lvania State University, Uni- 
University Library 


not ~omp lete 
1S a ¢ piet 


»bruary the exhibit was at the Uni- 
Kansas Library and the Margaret I, 


K Library of the University of Kentucky. 
4 rding to newspaper acc 
ext t f Whitman materials 
tion that opened tr 
L ry in February has been cli 
ff s because a diary i at 000 was 
t from an exhibition sometime between 
2 and March 5—an unpublished diary that 
tman kept during his late years in Camden It 
is to be hoped, for the sake of both Mr. Feinberg 
nd Wr scholarship, that it will be recovered, 
Tr mi joes not affect the traveling exhibit 
r its ~dule. 


We close t 


SALUTAT IONS 


his second issue of the WALT WHITWAN 


t 


NEWSLETTER with our heartiest salutations to the 


three men w 


ho are doing the most 


o make this 


first centennial of Leaves of Grass a memorable 


man of the 


nific 


ant year: Cleveland Rodgers, chair- 
Birthplace Association and of the 


Centennial Committee; Ralph W. Wescott, chairman 
for many years of the Walt Whitman Foundation 


f Camden; 
generously 
for college 
to exhibits 


and Charles E. Feinberg, who has 
made available traveling exhibits 
and public libraries and contributed 
overseas. 


The 
| 
Car 
is 
East is at th 
ampus, @ Pe 
versity Park, Pa 
At 
2 
7. a 
r 1 
10 


